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auks REBUTTAL TC
Ref: tar Segretorzal Levter of
ot JASRINST

Lo Wi luntary Stater

‘dV Tepartmen
H1IHiILlR4E

with the facts and tonclasions
contained wi ithin tarial Letter of Censure, refersnce
{a , nhat was presen d to me Ly the Vice Chief of Hawval
Operations «vONOs, ADM blcnelle Eeward, on 9 Feb 2di5. In
accordanse wath -ernrenge (b}, I have elected to exerc:se. my
tten rebuttal for inclusion 1nto my

have separated this letter into several
o cleaflg rebut each alleqa:ion nqﬂlnsr me.,

I LASpec:!ullw

Bt

Within 15 days of. receipt of this letter, you may forward
rebuttzl, consistent with raference (d), for inclusion in youx
Ficial record 1f you deszre." See Reference (a) at #9
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REBUTTAL

properly and fuliy exercise my cige
denzed r1t the oppariunity g
cef  fa the Centrel Disposition
drispositicn p:ul 55, aﬁd 11t access to any of t}
supperts the alleged facts and conclusicns containe '
referanceia). Par references iz} and (b1, JgiFage Lhe absc.:te
L oo rebut the pertinent. facts that foff hasis of eger
and every corclusion contained within refo ™ I Rove
been and centinue t< be denied' ty o
de so in violation of my due process

Ndation to SECRAY tz
s .censure, I was

Furtner, prior 1 the
censure me, and pricr o ore
denied the crportunity te refbo
violated Starndaras of Ethicalk C
Executzve Branch, the Jou
Eeguldtl.“ : Eestancardl
Tthe discovery cf'evidén'a
and the opuortunily '

T

the allegations that

falnln *nput f;cm a.l parries .
[ to ali=gations. That dic - not

ocour, Instead, my n,éct with this :sase ocbur:cd L July
bl hrn thc VCNL TE Via phcne rall that I wolid e
re t::tln;s” I learned that the

4
ejiving a visit frem
cfficials” were in sestigators from the Defense Crininal

icgpand Naval Criminal Ipvestlgatxve Serax

ited to discuss oy interacticns with s

yoly;, Slenn Defense Maring Asla (GDMA, durirg my
sfCenmanding Officer, USS RONALD REAGAR iCVN 76).° I
:;LhdL the 1nvest1qators'hadnduEStaons COncCermning
ents that I attended while de2ployed to the Seventh
resp:h51bllity'in'EOOE-O*, Prior tO‘meetxng.Gi:h
Sqators, 1 submitied A Written voluntary statement
ing. what 1 recalled of ry inveivement with GLMA. I

Lhi it was important to state all the facts that I could
Fecall before any interview, . In my vsluntary written
Wguission, I included documentation that the dinners I attended
~Wele otficjal and approved for my atrtendance, I'algé stated

T'vectlgarlve

The investag
- - detense co

tenure

LIV )
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wrat [ ororalled pac:ru

. oy -
shie dontmets i 2006 and 2

Tn feptemper 2014, agrend
investigators,  The Interview was no
':nterview, 1 rnquested the Cppont
That wertained to‘pe bui way 2
@488 LT any evizence, 1 s=311
rviewed. My interview sonsi
el M_-ler and q;ftq that |
Le:vi:h and my voluntary written st aff
th t 1 never received any difus, of AWy
ancis oY GDMA. I also emphgsxze,

ar

SConduct. Rather, the
“re 1nvestigating

> cemmit brikbery, and
rmacCon. It 1s not clear 1o me
as@liavy ethlss.investigation was
F ooy ictzer of censure.

ANVESL1JaLcrs empha51’ed tha
allieq &t1ons of pribery,
u.scimsure « ‘“laSSIflEd:

iInfortunately, 5 4 was the last time I was able
T4 fake a statement on my behalf. | The Uepartment of Justice -
-DGJE.quicEI? urned gver my interview materials. to Havy -
und no evigence of criminal misconduct.
¥ learpead that Ty case was with the CDA, ADM
ofiscn, Director o! rhe Naval Nuclear Propulsicn
tified the CDA's legal ad‘lqcr, Captain Kirk
USM, that I wculd continue to cooperate but was -
_ Ghat the information contained in the 0OJ's '

ey 1gatdon waS'xncomp¢°te el ml‘lEadlng with regards to factb
MW potentially serve as the bases for al;egatlnns-or
misconduct, However, I was rever contacted by anyone

9 February 2015, when I :eceived reference ta .

taa
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InoJanuscy S, ADM bechardscon
viFli, | oawecdl U0 oS1scuss This matte:

Rerretarias Lelver

tetee that tormed the

AT NOVET

viug thc Se\retarlul Censg?

. ] ‘ ISt ome. 1 wis
nevel gilcwed The oppirtunily to parigfidate RS delena 1 myseafl
prior '3 the UBA determining that Serg gl Cersire was the

eppropriate disposition.  After recet -my Sesra2tariai
tooany eviden.e

Lo provide

Censure, 1 have zepeaLeily been 48N
and Jden:ed tne opportunity o mg
sad:ticnal aid claritying :n n,
conplétely removed from the gMocess Hnd prohibited tron
reviewing any of the evideng I higve been denled my due privess
Yight ¢ refyt the pertl o 6F andd Consllslons Suntaines 1n
: ‘ .

§ Given Lhat [ hawve hean

ted dinnef.pnrties . By'your own -
The market

$70.00 per person. Further, you stated to faderil investigators
that §70.00 a reasonable amount to pay, or wo:ds to that
effect.” Sge Ra nce {a) at #2,

REBUTTAL

-ried in reference ad over the course of -Itwe years. Three
those dinners cocurred during the depioyment of 203¢ amdd one
ccurzed 1n 2007. Hewever,' I maintdin that $70.GC per person

% euch of these meals was a reasonatble amount to pay. Hy
superior at the t:me, <Commander Carzier Strike Group SEVHY

000004000004

- nat Jdispuate that [ attended -he four dinners that we;e'

/
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ea tnam 1 oatterd the diarers during the 20

ing approved of my attengdance at. sne dinner 1n 2hu7.
?uliy awate that the dinners were hosted by GLtr
itrended Ly nembers of hrz stafi and wartare won
sucH, 1t wag peasscnable Lo assume that the sosc
pay'am=quare y CLUETEd the cost of the real. 1

"more speciliica, v rebut the a_leged falr maiket VR

£ eacn maal because T have been denied acvess to LrEE

l'r

information.

My degloyment a5 the comeanding o 3 ROHALD
REARSAN was the st time I had been iv area of
op2rations s:ree 199871 had never of Leonard Fran\15 v
GOMA. now wnow that dinners .sgf 2, GDMA- and attanded by

1
naval ctficers had bteen a2 regulal gnce for vsars prior to
L dpp‘\JﬁEEZ-ln 27086 anc M VEamSedl ter, for about a decace

 FEficer, USZ ROMALD REAGAN, T
r'the derloyment ¢f 200E. He was
3 te my Report of Fitness. The first
.fore 13n porg ¢all WSS RONELD REAGAN was in Bristane,
Australie In the 2 Wsaiden depléyment. It was my flrat
cverseas pert call ag avcarrier commandiny cfficer. RADN:F~1‘
had :leax ex e**atlanc for my participstion in. inpert events
s with RADM Miller and 'myself, we hos: d a

recept;nn Q¢ Australian guests <nboard the ship.
next davy,. sanied RADM Miller on all cur offic .al “al'"

whaict | the soverner and Lord Mayor of Queenslanc. e
WeTa 5g ¢ b of henar art a parade and ceremony for Aus:falia

' - g J3hwary in Brisbane during that port call. I helieve

F.encance at these events cenented the. deésire of RADM

%" have me accom;an?‘him on all cfficial events during a

il. He alsc inviteo other warfare commanders, such .as Lhe

and Pestrcyar Squadron Commanders, to accompany nim as

H
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Pohelreves wier and still brlieve acw shat ooy
hese o rners wWas part of my offloi:l duties.  See
635,204 0 T recall thet RADM Miller sttenced
-hres dizpers that 1 attcaded sn tne 2006 Jepluyretit,
trendance 11 thogs dinners was directed, and expecs

8y e

r

Miller. Ail wirizi- commanders were expectec to
formaily tasked 2t our moznirg meenings pridr te
ud_ccqlgnahud eLh
LN1Tig MeERIGUS.

I recall thet RADZ Miller’s 2JA a
SH, st ended o hese

Prior te atiending any of the ioaur r*irmerﬂ_

ﬂ [

1ion, 1

discusesn py wirdreom’ ¢ attendancs with tf 2 TRGFU it
0I 3taff, I 2ls> nelieve that ) infoar

My

: that 1 wocld be aty bl
rpresacd any contern.  Giv ne attendancte of my
nther warfa

SJB neve:r
reporting senisr, RADM Miller, 4¥
commanders in oou: cht]e grout,
that atiendsa o=
COMCARSTRKSGR

& [2ascnsidle dssumeti.r

pproved by Lhe

that these were considered

o1 alsy reasrnably
official 4dirrers pursu rrrental ethical, reguiaticn:,
Ser 5 LLFLE, § 2035.3 e dinners were announces an
listed on the offl o ¢ of events for each port ozl..
For example, tne g lied official pd:t schedule listed i«

: cnded as on “0fficial Dinnerx rohostis oy
Deputy Chiet of Havy, &M, VADM Datuk Famxaq Mohamed AL,
03 assy Guests, Haval nttacue_and husbars,
wiss Chalet EQUator1a' Hotel, KL.™- i
his w;Ll'ldl pert schedule with the ﬁx::'ﬁn

Atternded by,
GDM- Srati. Ven
inciuded

sgren thet I provided to investigators, a‘ul
Cith, reference.(cr. At that dinner, I sai rea’
hiei ol Ravy, RMN, VADM Datubk Rarian Ma bnh‘u Bl

=y unﬂerstdnd:nq'that this was an official dinner

wis nut':e irred to pay, 1 thought it prudent - - uno
477UT (MIt s rrequenély prudent tc returs

them, rathér than to ascept them.*”! ,

'directed'the,membe ‘s of my wardrocm to pay cur fair share {-r

al

the'd_nne:s. The me co nsxsted cf sever aJ courses ang some

6 ' o N

.)2;
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M

e

0l4, they hroug

e
LN JiRBE! 15 Yuorbion

s~"re tnat. membors of My wardroom pazd,

2% acded to our montrnl
avy Cash Card asoounts

During ry 1ake
Lt np t

The 1nvestigalors indic

O

£ the event, to inciud

the event combined wWith
Farket value per persen

ia-, the SECHAY states
't

1-

fai1ls to mention

fie dinnérs Was Approx
TeR.72 per attenase
© now that rmenetaglf

come frem the same 1

*r

-

meal was., Tor

THE INYesLlgaturs-reqar.
neen provideg no 1nform

h dinner
in Heng Kong.
s dinner to

of has staff d

ypeo 2f wine
feir snare wis o
bet weern Ly SInp
to gpav tur tk

Y . e

y mess ball ana pald

.

Vlcd.ijh g
-]9 1--\[;'; -
ated rhat

5TNrs in
o3t of o single dinner.

'ur'ladlv;dua;

Septembar

Ficulating the total cast

¢ rengde - SWposscociated with hosting

g . "} per person,

the total

ve wines se:ved, the fair

In referenve

cst cf ons “f
LD81.5C, wihach equat te

L3 provided un znferen te 1a.

erived. Ref erence.

i
.

1a)- alsgce

th r dinner and appears L=

thet T prevacusly discussed with
A-ug ne £ast of only one dinner. 1 neve
ation as’ to what the actual cost of my
I maintain that 370

EALGLY lzs:ed above,
I

was setrved,

evert cccurred in 2007 at the Spoor
£7 with the previcus three dinnecs, 1.
be an officral event and that my

e wes approved Ly my new Strike Grcup-Ccmmander, RLML
Martcglzo, ﬂlthuuqr he did not perscnally attend

4, -ﬁLludlng‘ (0)B), (b)(7)(C) .gmwxmnxm
(D&, BXNC) specifically asked the COMCARSTRKGRU B)6), BXTNC)
(b)B), (BN7)C) Agl-if COH‘ARQTRKGRU'SE /EN staff membe:s

W

000007000067

tould atfend the dinner.

-

we)x tol@m>w<7£hat the Strike Group
smmander, FDML Charles M:rtogllc_was net atterding but if

7

3



TEMOSTS Lo bl siadi chose to atnesd they would e
n

y L oalsy spore directlvw

CILOPLY Driur Pt The event who stéted that we w
attens the ainner at the Spoin restaurant.
GIoay waracoor pall 5pprox1mately 30 fir the mea.

have bBeern shown no evi
BLOSRED Lhal (h1S amount. was unreascnable or peld

you knew or should have known that $70,00
market value of these extravagant parti

#2.

fou received from Mr.
ed on dates that were .
d have led a :ensonnble_
facts to believe that you
again” See Reference {a) at

"Given the frequency of the gift
- Francis, especially as two di
only & week apart, your acti
person with knowledge of th
used your public office
-4 .

My expergence of 59 years as an off 1ct£ tn =he Unimed
Staves Navy o i
°f 2 GhMA-geggscreWdinner. No part of dy :ff:cer LreIning or
.- 00 estimating TAe vintage f Wines or the CIst
B: type of Meal in a particular wefrern paciiic
fLPi p'e"zoale. 2006 was tne f:rs: syerseas

§of USS RONALD REAGAN, T had never atternded any eorr
) this type at any time in my career, and these

d been occurring for several vears et the span of -
s strike groups prior tooouy arraval: We reiiedq on the

-
in

suppnrt <osts fur a carrier wisiting a foreign port

-000008000008

prepared me to aeftrm'ne <he market va;ue-‘

the husbanding agent prov1ded to my Supply Officer =c¢
zmine a0t only the cost of the dinners, et for'a variety of

14



ane that two of the dinners
: “rau : reasorable pecson would
by, pobilic offaice iﬁf'p:iva:e-
ig mearely a reflection »f previzu
% have ne pearing on thix case,
T had nctbing"} o ) wifh the so
u&lis in the ZTeveitih Fleet AOR. The dinners oo
sna had beern zoheduled months in ad"-n~€ by'individuaxs

My pay Jréde. Based On My EXET:eNCe 4 time, reliance
r3rait helge Advocate (SJ8), defereng § Strike Croup

“sTRander, and prisr tustom and Practic

Ieet arez of responsibrlity, my condyf deWicions as i
“rited Staites Havy Japtain were both4 ¥ oetnival ang

aLTrocriate,

Pof my leadersnip style.

ethicy o r~United Qtarps Navy
oy

Japralns when 72005, The hlstorlcal
lack of ethizs 3G thl €IS 4as an 1s5sue. that

1 Qperatlens. 501 Sreenest, at a
Navy Flag S9€i.¢: o secutive Symposium event in 2012.

7 tenure =n-CSS PLNALC REAGAN, the

y providing ethics 1ndest trinatior in
senior cfficers.

A few vears .age, wegf
Havy improven irn
pre-comrand i ning W

r, I continued my unrsientin 3 emphas:s on

RE 1
proper wotl ct.. I lead fuil ethics zraining for all
_zonc off: and my spouse, every quazier. During that’

suss recent 1G -investigaticns ana all currént
jves. 1 have kept a detailedq leg o. all gifts
They are handlcd appropriately. HET able to provide
gifts teceived since I became a f1 ay officer in
spite ﬂt‘ﬂrxng, I Was never given the opportunity to

‘ +f this informatisn on my behalf. Had I been .
rn1tth Lo a0 83, my ethical conduct over tne last nine yéa's
ild have e emenstrated that I nave always taken the 1ssue of

et 1cs'Ver_ s$eriously and I have always taken yla&ttl- sleps te
be an full cempliance. ‘

000009000009
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isions that [ msge in 004

N &
while serving as vhe lomwanding fficer, USS ROMALT R

Cit=IGr ar gil
investiqgat; #ged ethical viclations of DM Stavridiz
tr 2012, Desplte ' J.tferent violarions ' :
ADM Stavridis "did rot use his office for

Peiaerence e

-t EX
ceomnliey,

2 -
. o

and that, if he did discuss ~
e events which were provided
] e investigators, he does not
legal -opinion fully disclosed the

discussing these matters at
them, based on the descrip
to the COMCARSTRKGRU S

*

'REBUTTAL

d acvess to the 21 Hovember 2014 sworn
statersnt Qmgas WICAESTRKGRY SEVEN SCA and denied access t.
the s_urnmar‘_\"- interview ot the -COMCF\RSTRKG?_U SEVER SJR oy
WIIS a 8 Ir_s has prevented me from providirg an adeguate
. W< ailegation. However, COMCARSTREGRU SEVEN 854
aware that COMCARSTRKGRU, RDML Miller, was atiencins
<d:nners, and that any wratten ethical opinions

hose dinner were filed in the CCMCARITRKGRU SEVES

.

L have

with avprowvel of Assistant U.S. Attoerney (b)(6), (bATXC) my
defense counse! conducted several interviews to prepate .me foar

10
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~hel:eves that theze would have heen ¢

000011000011 -

wnbi ard the U35 RONALD FEAGAN (oW

Looonmerview with oonvestiostors an T Jepremper 2014, On Y

Slas, my defense counzel) (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) [ daees
slephonic interview with the forme: COMCAR
cfuring. that conversation, the

several nosted dinrers during the 2008 COMCARSTR
atteraed by Ris boss, RAGM HMillsr. The _
stated that ke did not attend any of these Jinhers.
“ne CUMCARSTRKGRU SEYEN SJ& also stated ths

a0t specifically r1ecail Lhe details of
i

dinners, he
Feither

sffirial dinners oy wigely atrended «
26370406 gr, it. COMCARSTERGRL SEVEN
an' written eth;:'l npinrons he drgf
woLid have Peen filed in -he COHY

curther stated that
ardifng these sinners

“NCIS and DCIS investicatWig so interviewed your former RONALD
, tWase matters. BHe stated that he did
. rgally engage in the;dascribéd

conduct. Furthermord \
not a designated ethics
COMCARSTRK
Refarence (a)

counsel, he knew that.only the _
SEVEN SJA would have issued legal opinioas.” Sae
3 o _ AR

REBUTTAL T

s been denied 2ccess to the summary of the interview
ormer USS RCNALD BERGAN SJA by NCIS and D0IS, tnus

g my ability £o rebut anv statements made byihlm. My
crmer SJh routinely provided me with ethical guidance and he
aware . thaz I was attending these dihners. -

your former SJA stated that since he was



SLoCE o hily 004, ry defanse cuwunsel, {0)(6), (b)T7)(C)

TR0 TN, eonducted a telepnonle iprerview witn

®)E), BXNC) B, HSH, my forer J3S RONALD BoAGA B

Drerview my former SJA stated chat he tad *re Rt

£8 Tudge Aﬂvocate Course at the Maval
“rat training, th ey alscusseq nox,dhun

nested by Leornarad
LREzoved 1o attend. Buring ty tenure e
aunh;s FEAGAN, T relied heavily an my
o VSN, Lor ethics advice, OF netre, h
key ir “-ré*miﬂirq ~he d:?pnﬁlrion ot
the LS5 FCNALL REAGAN curing the time
gxamp.e, - I recall his legal spinions
h 10 the ship fron]
LoG, and a pers andle gl

T

ashipgnen Natienals thar I

ran 19, CTMA, could

’
<
=
-
Y

teiiafi, ware
ts receaven by
-5, . For
cpgrace
tetaling aver
cersey {reor the

rence Tor. 1 alsc

free Lickers to o 3an
woula be unethiré- X
We reutinelv discussed

coustitea with my 373 wren
dieqe Fadres game. We ooncly
hem and therefore @

my u-;JdﬁG Touvr, angd !

- reasenshly relied Upuu

MiSRyiudgment by issuing an official
We: . .« . The lack of judgment in issuing
the BZ message was aggWyited by the fact that you d;str;buted
the endorsement within the days of attend;ng one of the’
extravagant ~hosed dinners” See Reference (a) at #5.

REBUTTAL

~d

‘call, tne USE RONALD. REAGAN sant duzens of
:sages and letters to those who had nelped
r-port-2alls safe and suctecsful. This is standard
hotice for any sarrier Commanding Officer. - These ietters would
sent to evervone from city officials, to emtassy personnel,.
Wicoal polive chiets., My Secretarial Lettér of Censure,
reference fa, vagﬁely refers LC an internal'messaqe I alieged.y

)

18
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Fent mentiontng ACMAL Wathont farche: Infaimacdd

“Cospesulate Leat thie 1S a4 refersnce U4 oa
Nk la REASANL, s&hf t TTMLOCWRSTRAC aiter

w3y &l (RTErni: naval message, providing feeib

JEsaes, Tr was never intended to e pusl1*‘”

infendas Lo el aser as En cificial encersement’

SroLis nit o wlaar why A normal psst Lo
.ink=a to my attend arce
rntivns that - sent tne

inners.
“withzin days"”

sent afrer ~he
actile. Mote

h:on that I complained
_'ft call duriﬁq our
sunted te JINCPACFLT,

. Ise
AUM Gery Poigneaed, Zommande otmand, ALH Joho
Batenzn, s the ;hjef of N Iane, ADM Mike Mulle:n.

3

\.: '1:‘. at‘en I
at PLTLt CoSTS
Tt we visited on

i rad no #ffin QoL ande
28 srﬂdl" ne icff legmershnip |
12 were aut
aigen neploym

—
LPF)

19
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‘datea 23 Januery 2015, be rescln-y

ve served the United States Nav; Honoxab‘y £ 0 Y

1 hav
39 yearsz, 1 rave flawe in combat missions from Libya
afunaflstan in 2011. I hiave comnanded svcoessfully and

ek avaery level. I was fonored $o receive the Defen
Award, First Class, firom the Japanese Maritime 59
force and. the Legior of Merit award, personaily,.
i.&. PdLl ic Fleet two weeks ago at my change of
Jepan. or the reasong.ahove, I feel strongly that I did net

vio_ ate ary elhical regulations by attendiger dinners aver
twy deployments that were directed by RA b apbrovea by

his ethics rounselor, and paid for by me. gt of the

1nfermaticn presented 1n this rebuttdlyMiae SOadfrarial Lecter
of Cernsure that T received on 9'Feb* alacS NOL merited
I regspactiully reguest that the Secz- s Letter of Censure,

apoved from my official
record. '

I4

s - "



